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Hoggs Falls 
near Flesherton.

Touring 
Winter Falls 

Near 
Owen Sound

WRITTEN & PHOTOGRAPHED BY SANDRA J. HOWE

From the cliff above the waterfall, you gaze in 

wonder at the sculpted ice below. The thunder 

of falling water is audible from within the ice. 

Sun sparkles on the frosted trees and rocks. It is 

a beautiful day to explore the winter landscape.

Except where noted
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RETREAT WITH REINDEER:

Wintry Collingwood

Owen Sound Waterfalls Tour

winter 2015–16  (december, january, february)

n View From the editor’s desk 

Niagara Escarpment No 
Place for Animal Cruelty

I 
fervently hope that by 
the time you read this, 
this matter will have 
been resolved. If not, 

I’m sharing ideas for action 
you can take if you are 
moved to. In October, in the 
Niagara Escarpment town of 
Collingwood, which is at the 
foot of the UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve along 
southern Georgian Bay, an 
O.P.P. officer was caught on 
cellphone video, deliberately 
and repeatedly using his vehicle to hit and 
actually drive over, three times,  what at first 
was reported to be a coyote. Utterly obscene!

Then it was revealed that the animal 
had actually been a domestic dog who had 
wandered away from home. This dog was 
old. And deaf! After being run over with 
a car, she was allegedly shot dead by the 
officer. Nauseating and heart-breaking.

Whether coyote or dog, this action by a 
police officer is so cruel that it is alarming in 
someone called to keep the peace. There is no 
excuse for such behaviour, especially in a town 
close to a World Biosphere Reserve, which is 
supposed to be an example to the world, of 
co-existence between nature and development.

Coyote Watch Canada (CWC), an 
organization we featured in the Winter 2014–15 

issue, had a swift yet measured 
response. They suggested that 
people should contact the 
O.P.P. and ask for officers to 
be trained in sensitivity and 
proper wildlife response. CWC 
has done this successfully 
in other communities.

The group Collingwood 
Animals Rights Advocate 
Group began an online 
petition calling for legal 
action to be taken against 
the officer, and to establish 

a wildlife management and coexistence 
committee. If you want to sign this petition, 
there is a link to it from our website.

To contact the O.P.P., you can email them 
at oppa@oppa.ca or write them at Ontario 
Provincial Police Association, 119 Ferris Lane, 
Barrie ON L4M 2Y1. To comment on their 
Facebook page, search for Ontario Provincial 
Police Association. It should be important 
for them to know that citizens are watching.

Gloria Hildebrandt 
P.S. Wild animals need 
wild spaces.

Niagara Escarpment Views 
is on Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views 

We try to post only a few posts 
a day that we think you’ll enjoy.
Please Like us and be our Friends!

Our website contains 
unique content not 
seen in the magazine, 
and gives you the 
chance to leave 
comments in response. 
See www.NEViews.ca

Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON  L7G 2V2

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

MORE ONLINE!
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This is the End: Mildred 
Mahoney’s Doll’s 
House Collection 
Words & Photos by Chris Mills

The definition of a dollhouse for Mildred Moudry, a poor little 

French girl born in Niagara Falls December 13, 1918, was a 

wood slat crate with a Sunkist Oranges label on it.

Bertie Hall, Fort Erie, was the site 
of the Mahoney Doll’s House 
Collection auction on Aug. 14.
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I
n 1932 Mildred’s mother took her to see 
a travelling exhibit of the “Million Dollar 
Castle,” an elaborate dollhouse owned 
by American actress Colleen Moore. This 

seemingly innocent event set a standard to-
ward which Mildred would aspire, and exceed, 
the rest of her life.
Times were tough, and rumours say she be-
came a cigarette girl at the Hilton Hotel in 
Buffalo, New York, and that a beauty contest 
figured prominently.
She met successful criminal attorney William B. 
Mahoney, 20 years her senior and the son of a 
powerful Buffalo, New York, family. His

This is the End: Mildred
Mahoney’s Doll’s
House Collection
Words & Photos by Chris Mills

The definition of a dollhouse for Mildred Moudry, a poor little

French girl born in Niagara Falls December 13, 1918, was a 

wood slat crate with a Sunkist Oranges label on it.

Mildred’s starter doll home was this orange 
crate. Courtesy Fort Erie Historical Museum.

Bertie Hall, Fort Erie, was the site
of the Mahoney Doll’s House
Collection auction on Aug. 14.
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Your map of where to pick 
up a free copy of your lovely 
magazine shows a red dot just 
east of Orangeville, however 
I can’t find a corresponding 
address. Where would that red 
dot refer to? (I live in Alton.)

Andrew Welch, Alton

[Editor’s note: the following letter has been edited for space].
On the issue of the contentious 
Ontario Retirement Pension 
Plan (ORPP), I am hearing 
unequivocal concerns from 
my constituents in Bruce-
Grey-Owen Sound about the 
timing and affordability of 
this mandatory pension plan.

The ORPP is the wrong 
approach at absolutely the 
wrong time for Ontarians. 
The ORPP is a job-killing 
payroll tax and this is 
a united message being 
delivered by businesses 
from the smallest member 
of the Canadian Federation 
of Independent Business 
(CFIB) or the Ontario 
Chamber of Commerce, 
to Magna, Canadian Tire 
and Ford Motor Co. 

All agree, with the exception 
of the Liberal government, that 
this is an unacceptable burden 
on our people. Conveniently, 
the government is ignoring 
its own recently released cost-

benefit analysis that proves 
the provincial economy won’t 
fully recover from the shock 
of the ORPP for 20 years.

Projections show that 
job losses will be in the tens 
of thousands, as Ministry 
of Finance documents we 
exposed two years ago had 
stated. Disposable income and 
private investment will decline, 
and household spending isn’t 
forecast to recover until 2040.

CFIB has estimated that 
the ORPP would kill over 
40,000 jobs in Ontario in 
2020 once the ORPP moves 
forward on Jan. 1, 2017.

It will become difficult 
for any person making 
under $90,000 to actually 
save anything on their own 
outside of the ORPP. This 
is a lot of damage for a plan 
that won’t even kick in for at 
least 40 years from today. 

Bill Walker, MPP, 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound

We miss seeing Royal Botanical 
Gardens as one of the places 
where copies of NEV can be 
picked up. After all, RBG lands 
cover a bit of the Escarpment.

Freek Vrugtman, via 
www.NEViews.ca

The actions of this officer 
were totally unacceptable, 
whether the animal had been 
wild or domesticated; in this 
case an old and deaf dog. I 
am a resident of Toronto, but 
nevertheless it made news 
here too and it was quite 
disturbing to even imagine the 
officer’s impulsive, thoughtless 
and horrific response.

Debbie Cherry, Toronto, 
via www.NEViews.ca

We want to bring to your attention a few edits/corrections to 
the story [“Touring Winter Falls Near Owen Sound”]. Walter’s 
Falls apostrophe was missing throughout the story. The Inn 
at Walter’s Falls is called “The Falls Inn” and wrongly labeled 
in the editorial. A biggy is that it does say near the end that 
Inglis and Indian Falls trails are closed in winter, which isn’t 
true. There is tons of snowshoeing and cross country skiing 
at Inglis. In fact, we recommend a snowshoe from Inglis to 
Harrison Park in our pdf. Overall the magazine looks great!

Amanda Pausner, Grey County Tourism

Editor’s note: Having seen Walters Falls written both with 
and without the apostrophe, it was decided to leave it out to be 
consistent with the spelling of Weavers Creek and Jones Falls. 
Our writer apologizes for using an incorrect name for The Falls 
Inn. As for the closure of trails in winter, our writer maintains 
that what the story says is true: “In late winter 2015, the Indian 
Falls trail and a section on the west side of Inglis Falls were 
closed to limit access to hazardous ice. Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority does not encourage winter access to Indian Falls. Other 
trails near Inglis Falls are definitely suitable for snowshoeing.”

We received an order for two copies of our Winter 2010 
issue, with the buyer referring to the article “This is the End: 
Mildred Mahoney’s Doll’s House Collection” by Chris Mills:

There is an article on Mildred Mahoney. My sister and I 
were at that auction, and we bought some of her houses!

Mary Pillisch, via www.NEViews.ca

WE VALUE YOUR VIEWS!   Write to: Niagara Escarpment Views

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Email: editor@NEViews.ca     Comment through: www.NEViews.ca
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